constant accounts I gave him of the state of that city and of the West Hiding, and of my diligence in preserving the peace of both, with which his Majesty declared himself well satisfied ; from the Secretary of War, Mr. Blathwaite, and my Lord Privy Seal to the same effect. At the same time I had notice from the Secretary of State that I was continued in my command ; as, indeed, all officers whatsoever were for the present. However, there began to be great changes at Court. My Lord Eochester was made Lord High Treasurer of England; my Lord Privy Seal, Lord President of the Council; but whether this preferment (though a degree higher in place) was desired or not by his lordship was a doubt, the trust and profit of privy seal being thought to be greater. At this time came the news that his Majesty intended to call a Parliament, to assemble in May next. After I received my letters I went to advise with some aldermen if they thought it probable for me to be chosen in York, which it was told me they did.
February 16. I came home to settle my affairs at Thrybergh.
February 23. I returned to York, where there was a great meeting of most of the gentlemen of the whole county, to sign an address to the King to condole the death of his late Majesty, and to congratulate the present one's happy coming to the Crown. It was accordingly done, and sent up within a few days after.
The same day I sent to my Lord Mayor to desire him to assemble all his brethren and the two sheriffs, for I had something to impart to them. Being met at my
